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Pastor’s Pen 
 

Dear church family, 

It’s here! Well, almost. Spring is right 

around the corner… even if we’re 

currently stuck in what I like to call 

second winter. You know, those cold 

weeks we always seem to get after 

those first few warm days. The quickly 

and ever-changing weather seems to 

like to trick us into thinking spring has 

come early. But even if it’s not yet fully 

here, spring is coming! The time of 

renewal after a long and cold winter, of 

new life, of the songs of robins, 

sparrows, and songbirds are all on the 

horizon. Soon the first shoots of flowers 

and buds on the trees show up. All that 

is brown and gray and drear melts away 

and spring arrives.  

And all of that reminded me of a poem 

I’ve recently read, where the author 

talks about spring arising out of mud: 

mud dries, 
the earth heals, and, 
with the arrival of spring,  
rooted in the mud, 
the grass turns green, 
roadside weeds and shrubs 
come alive, 
trees leaf out, 
nature takes it course. 
 

And I think there is something to this – 

“spring is rooted in the mud.” This 

winter, perhaps you have felt like you’ve 

had your own fair share of mud—the 

kind that sticks to you, that might make 

you slip and fall sometimes, that makes 

you wonder if spring will ever come.  
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And yet at the same time, this is the 

season that is leading us to Easter. The 

season of Lent, if we approach it 

correctly, can be a bit like that as well… 

like the mud that spring is rooted in. 

Lent can offer us the renewal of our faith 

as we come to Holy Week and to the 

death and resurrection of Jesus Christ. 

Soon, we will rejoice in and celebrate 

that which arrives in mud, in the dark-

damp cave of a tomb. We will sing over 

the stone that was rolled aside to 

release a body that defeated death.  

And so as we wait for Easter to come, 

for our world to break open into spring, 

as we wait for the mud to give way to 

gardens, for the earth to heal from a 

long, deep winter, may the Son warm 

our days, lead us to new life, and hear 

as we proclaim, “Alleluia! He is Risen!” 

Happy Easter! 

Pastor Laurie 

Balsam Lutheran Church 

Unapproved Minutes of the Annual 

Meeting 

March 13, 2022 
 

In Attendance:  Steve Fredrickson, Sue 

Albright, Betty Collins, Barb Friese, 

Bruce Hammer, Ruth Hart, Jon Karsten, 

Gail Peterson, and Pastor Laurie 

Kenyon Wood.                              

Absent:  Mike Judge 

Steve Fredrickson led in devotions. 

Secretary’s Report:  The minutes from 

the February council meeting were 

reviewed.  A motion was made and 

passed to accept the secretary’s report 

as presented. 

Treasurer’s Report:  The church’s 

financial accounts were reviewed and 

discussed.  There were no items of 

special interest.  A motion was made 

and passed to accept the treasurer’s 

report as presented. 

Committee Reports: 

Property: Propane was filled on 

February 9th.  There is about $650.00 

left in pre-pay fuel.  A spring clean-up 

day is being planned. 

Worship & Music:  Planning for future 

services continues. 

Youth Education:  Youth will lead the 

Kindermass worship service on April 

10th.  There will treats, refreshments, 

and an Easter egg hunt following 

worship.  The Easter breakfast will be 

served prior to worship on Sunday, April 

17th.  Youth families are encouraged to 

sign up to donate food or assist with 

service in the dining room.  This is a 

campership fundraising event.  There 

are no first communion recipients this 

year.  Time slots have been reserved for 

the Feed My Starving Children mobile 

food pack in Osceola on Thursday, April 

7th (6:00 – 8:00pm) and Saturday, April 

9th (1:00 – 3:00 pm).  Any time slots not 

filled by youth families will be made 

available to the congregation.  Roadside 

clean-up has been scheduled for 

Sunday, April 24th following worship.  
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(The make-up date for unfavorable 

weather is Sunday, May 1st.)  This is a 

multi-generational stewardship project 

that the congregation is invited to 

participate in. Acolytes have not been 

active since the pandemic.  This topic 

will be monitored as we settle back into 

Sunday morning worship.   

Anniversary:  Save-the-Date notices 

were sent to former pastors of this 

church, as well as, pastors who were 

former members of Balsam Lutheran.   

As part of the invite, they were asked if 

there was an interest in participating in 

the Sunday morning worship service.  

The committee is also investigating the 

possibility of catering the Sunday meal.  

They are awaiting bids from local 

restaurants. 

Back Pack Program:  There are 

currently excess supplies at the church 

that were received from Unity school.  

Of the items received, over three-

hundred pounds were brought and 

donated to local food shelves. 
 

Pastor’s Report: 

Pastor Laurie reported on her pastoral 

care visits and officiating for a funeral.  

She continues to lead Wednesday 

morning Bible study each week and 

continues with preparing for weekly 

worship on Sunday mornings and 

Wednesday evenings.  She also talked 

a bit about how the Polk County Mental 

Health Task Force is looking at the 

concerns and actions correlated with 

supporting those with mental health 

needs.  Local pastors are discussing 

how churches can be involved and lend 

support. 

Old Business: 

1) Review of the minutes from the 2022 

Annual Meeting has been tabled until 

the April meeting. 

2) Committees were reminded and 

encouraged to resume regular monthly 

meetings. 

3) Raffle tickets for the Easter Breakfast 

were distributed.  More are available 

from Dawn Costello or Bob LaBathe.  

Anyone wanting to donate a theme 

basket, or money towards a theme 

basket, can contact Betty Collins.  A 

sign-up sheet for food donations and 

assistance with service has been 

posted.  All proceeds benefit the youth 

campership fund. 
 

New Business: 

1 )New council members were 

welcomed and thanked for their 

willingness to serve.  Deacon 

responsibilities were reviewed. 

2) The Balsam-Elim Joint Committee will 

resume their meetings; committee 

members will be reviewed and updated, 

if needed. 
 

There being no other business, the 

meeting was adjourned.  We reviewed 

member and neighborhood prayer 

concerns and closed with the Lord’s 

Prayer. 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Barb Friese, Church Council Secretary 
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Financially Speaking 
 

The first few months of the fiscal year 
are some of our more expensive 
months.  Our general fund balance has 
dropped from $69,431.84 at the end of 
January and then to $66,501.72 at the 
end of February.  However, the balance 
made a rebound to $67,687.29 as of 
March 29.  Thank you everyone for your 
continued support of our church and 
mission.  

We are in the process of renewing our 
mortgage loan with Bremer Bank.  We 
have worked very hard to get this 
balance to under $113,000!  Please 
consider giving to the debt reduction (in 
addition to giving to the general fund) by 
noting that on your offering envelope.  
Every extra amount given to debt 
reduction makes a significant difference 
in our interest expense.  Wouldn’t it be 
great if we were under $100,000 by the 
time of our 150th anniversary?!?!? 
 

As I have noted before, we have created 
a fund in the in/out accounts to help 
defray expenses for our upcoming 150th 
Anniversary celebration in October.  The 
increased expenses for the celebration 
that we anticipate include printing, 
advertising, food, and our scheduled 
highlight—Paul Oman with Drawn to the 
Word.  Please consider giving to this 
fund in addition to your general fund 
giving.  
 

Thank you for your continued financial 
support of Balsam Lutheran. 
 

In Christ, 

Gail Peterson 

Spring Salad Luncheon 

Balsam’s Spring Salad Luncheon will be 
on Saturday, April 23. The program will 
be a talk by Sue Saarem, Bev Getschel 
donated a beautiful quilt for the raffle. 
Sign-up sheets will be going up for 
volunteering and bringing food. Please 
be thinking of items to donate for the 
raffle and door prizes. Please invite your 
friends and family.  

Spring Rummage Sale 

The Social Ministry Committee will be 
having our spring Rummage Sale on the 
afternoon of Thursday, May 5 and all-
day Friday, May 6.  Watch for the more 
details on hours and Friday lunch 
options. We welcome any volunteers to 
assist with setting-up, managing the 
sale and packing up!  Please contact 
Connie Fredrickson if you would like to 
volunteer.    

You can bring your items for the sale to 
the church now and through 
Wednesday, May 4.  Please place them 
in the board room which is the furthest 
room beyond the kitchen.  Please do not 
put them in the library as we will be 
using the library for sorting and folding.   

Special Requests:   

1. Please be sure that your items are 
clean and in good condition.  

2. It would be helpful if you marked your 
boxes/bags with the contents.  Such as 
“men’s clothing”, “housewares”, “crafts”, 
etc. Your labeling will help immensely 
with the sorting process.   
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3. If you have items that you feel should 
not be offered for a free-will offering, 
please help us out by marking the item 
with a suggested price.  

Thanks much.  Stay tuned for more 
information and details. 

150th Anniversary 
Celebration—October 22-23, 

2022 

Balsam Lutheran will celebrate its 150th 
Anniversary on October 22-23, 2022.  
Our theme is “150 Years…Our Story is 
Still Unfolding”. If you haven’t already 
done so, please put this on your 
calendar and share it with family and 
friends.   

Here is what we anticipate the weekend 
will offer: 

1. Saturday, October 22 evening event 
with Paul Oman and Drawn to the Word.  
We will have music and readings as we 
enjoy the fantastic artistic talent of Paul.  
We will end the night with coffee and 
treats.  

2. Sunday, October 23 will feature a 
special worship service at our usual 
time.  The bishop (or designee) has 
been invited to participate.  We will also 
welcome participation by our former 
pastors.  

3. Sunday, October 23 dinner after the 
service. We are looking at a catered 
meal so that we can all enjoy this time 
rather than work in the kitchen!  It will be 
followed by an informal time of sharing 
and fellowship.  

October will be here sooner than we 
realize.  The anniversary committee will 
be digging into the church history in 
preparation for sharing those milestones 
and experiences as we celebrate.  We 
are so lucky that our church historian, 
Marge Hallquist, recorded and archived 
so much of our church history.   

Unfortunately, all these events will incur 
some additional expenses.  You can 
make donations to help cover 
celebration costs by designating them 
on your weekly offering to the “150th 
Anniversary Fund”. 

Stay tuned!  More details to come!   

Anniversary Committee—Gail Peterson, 
Vicki Hammer and Betty Collins 
 

 
 

Thank you so much for your generous 
donation of personal care items and 
winter gear.                                       
Sincerely, CRA and clients 
 

Thank you so much for your donation of 
Kleenex boxes. This really does help out 
our staff and classrooms. It is very much 
appreciated; thank you for thinking of 
us.  Lien Staff 
 

Greetings from Tanzania.    
We were informed in January that you 
have renewed your covenant of support 
for us.    Thank you so much!    We 
greatly appreciate your long term 
involvement in the work here. 
With thanks,  
Bethany and Steve Friberg 
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On behalf of the Amery Area Food 
Pantry, I wish once again to thank you 
for your generous donation of $200.00 
and 154 pounds of groceries this month. 
Because of the continued generosity of 
church groups like yours, we are able to 
provide food assistance for over 150 
households each month. It is with the 
deepest appreciation that we 
acknowledge your donation. We are 
blessed to have your support. Please 
know that we are very appreciative of 
your kindness and generosity. 
 

 April “Birth” days 
 

01 Marlys Kromrey 
02 Caressa Fougner 
03 Ashton Duden 
08 Lisa Markee 
11 Janet Cran 
15 Arlen Peterson 
15 Michelle Stone 
 

 

16 Amie Costello 
24 Bonnie 
Corcoran 
24 Tammy Olson 
25 Sue Albright 
27 Eileen Markee 
28 Nancy 
Bottolfson 

 
 

Friberg Tanzania Update 
 

Two-month old Hosiana came to us with 
pneumonia, sepsis, hypoxia, and 
dehydration. We could only give oxygen, 
IV antibiotics and IV fluids. She had to 
fight to live on her own. She maintained 
a respiratory rate of 80-90/min for 36 
hours. Her parents wanted to put her in 
God’s hand and asked our evangelist 
Mika to come and baptize her. At 48 
hours she opened her eyes and her 
exhausted parents shed tears as they 
realized she might survive. We 
discontinued oxygen and started tube 

feedings of expressed breast milk. On 
day 4 she began nursing and seemed to 
fully recover. Neonates cannot contain 
infection in one part of the body— 
infections tend to generalize. On day 7 
Hosiana spiked a fever to 40⁰C and Laiti, 
our experienced nurse, noticed that she 
had a bulging fontanelle. Hosiana had 
developed meningitis and required high 
doses of antibiotics for ten more days. 
She kept defying the odds, stayed alert, 
and continued nursing. Hosiana survived 
because our motivated medical team of 5 
people kept praying and addressing new 
problems as they arose. On day 19 she 
was bundled up between her mother and 
the driver of a motorcycle for the 1-hour 
ride up Ketumbeine mountain. Hosiana is 
safely home and reminds us of the 
fragility of life and that each new day is a 
gift from God. Thanks for being part of 
our team.  
Steve and Bethany Friberg 
 

2022 Easter Message from 
 Bishop Laurie Skow-

Anderson 
 

2 Corinthians 5:17 So if anyone is in 
Christ, there is a new creation: 
everything old has passed away; see, 
everything has become new!  
 

Dear Northwest Synod of Wisconsin, 
 

Christ is Risen! He is Risen Indeed! This 
is the good news of Easter. By God’s 
power death is reversed and Christ is 
raised from the dead. Jesus’ 
resurrection from the dead changes 
everything! Everything is made new.  
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Change is good news after two years of 
a pandemic, right? We are ready for a 
change. But are we really? Do we want 
everything to become new like we read 
in 2 Corinthians 5 or do we want the 
change to be a return to the old and 
familiar?  
 

If Jesus’ resurrection from the dead 
changes everything, then what has 
changed in your life? What difference 
does Jesus make in your life?1 What 
has Jesus made new?  
 

• What difference does Jesus make to 
my 35 year old nephew whose brain 
tumor came back, faces radiation 
treatments and is struggling with his ex 
for visitation of their three year old son? 
• What difference does Jesus mean to 
our siblings in Malawi who are often 
threatened by drought, flood and famine 
or to Ukrainians whose homes were 
destroyed by a Russian bomb?  
• What difference does Jesus make to a 
stable congregation deciding what their 
next most faithful step might be or to a 
declining congregation wondering if their 
next most faithful step is to close?  
 

As Lutherans we believe that we are 
baptized into Christ’s death and 
resurrection, we go under the water as a 
sinner and we are resurrected with 
Christ, lifted out of the water, a saint. 
We are changed for sure and we are 
reborn children of God! Theologically 
that’s beautiful, but in real life, what 
difference does Jesus make in your life?  
 

As human beings, Christ’s resurrection 
from the dead challenges us to live into 
that change. As broken sinful humans, 

whose lives are “messed or mangled” 
we live into Easter reality that Christ is 
present and daily working in our lives. 
Jesus challenges and changes us. 
Those of us who doubt our faith and 
question its relevance are challenged by 
PEaster’s promise to see and know God 
in the transformed lives around us. 
 

Friends we know that Jesus changes 
our weeping into laughing, our mourning 
into dancing, our despair into hope, our 
winter into spring and our death into life. 
Jesus changes things and makes all 
things new. We are challenged to see 
the transformations around us and in us. 
We are challenged to be the change, 
evidence of the transformation, for the 
world to see and know God through us. 
 

Walking Together and Epic 
Resources 

 

Pre-recorded video resources and 
workshops from Walking Together can 
be found at http://nwswi.org/walking-
together-epic/walking-together-2022-
videos. 
 

EPIC, or Effective Practices for 
Congregational Councils is the synod’s 
annual church council training event.  
These video resources are designed to 
assist church leaders with ideas, 
fundamentals, creativity, and 
encouragement. These workshops can 
be found at http://nwswi.org/walking-
together-epic/walking-together-2022-
videos 
 
 
 

http://nwswi.org/walking-together-epic/walking-together-2022-videos
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