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Pastor’s Pen 
 

“And now faith, hope, and love abide, 
these three; and the greatest of these 
is love.” (1 Corinthians 13:13) 
 

Greetings People of God! 
 

We’ve come once again to February - 
the most “love”-filled month of the year! 
Valentine’s Day, whatever your feelings 
about that particular holiday are, 
dominates the cultural landscape and 
conversation. Between pink hearts, 
cards and treats, it might be easy to 
think that’s all that love is about.  
 

In our adult bible study, we have been 
studying the epistle readings that 
accompany our gospel texts each 
Sunday morning in worship. In January, 
we’ve found ourselves in the later 
chapters of 1 Corinthians and been 
reading together what the apostle Paul 
has to say about the roles of spiritual 

gifts, the body of Christ, and most 
recently, love.  
 

What an important reminder of the 
necessity of Christian love as we are 
moving into the season of Valentine’s.  
 

In our lives, we are given many 
opportunities to build our faith and 
capacity to love. What practices to show 
and share love do you and your family 
already incorporate into your daily lives? 
Do you routinely call and check on 
neighbors or bring food to a family in 
which someone is sick? Do you offer 
prayers together, seeking ways for God 
to show you how to love more deeply? 
Do you invite God to increase your 
resolve to reach out to neighbors? Do 
you listen to people who have different 
opinions? 
 

And perhaps what is most important this 
season is to remember that God always 
continues to love us. First and foremost, 
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before we offer love to our neighbors, 
we get to remember that we are loved. 
We love because God first loved us.  
We are freed in Christ to love with a 
genuine regard for others, not because 
we will get something out of it. We love 
and serve our neighbor.  Love that lasts.  
That love “bears all things, believes all 
things, hopes all things, endures all 
things.” (1 Corinthians 13:7) 
What better goal is there than to learn to 
love in our daily life?  Paul’s beautiful 
words remind us of the priority of love in 
our life.  Perhaps it is time to make love 
a priority for this day – one day at a 
time. 
 

Blessings, 
Pastor Laurie 
 

Balsam Lutheran Church 
Unapproved Minutes of the Church Council 

January 9,2022 
 

In Attendance: Steve Fredrickson, 

Marlyn Bottolfson, Barb Friese, Sue 

Albright, Bruce Hammer, Pastor Laurie. 

Absent: Michelle Stone, Mike Judge, 

Betty Collins. 

Steve called the meeting to order, 

determining a quorum.  Steve led in 

devotions. 

Treasurer’s Report: Accepted as submitted. 

Pastor’s Report: Accepted as submitted. 

Secretary’s Report: Accepted as submitted. 

Financial Report: Accepted as submitted. 
 
 

Old Business:   

Umos has not paid what they owe Balsam 

for the last 2 months.  Gail Peterson will 

follow up with UMOS. 

New Business:  

Gail Peterson reviewed the proposed 

budget for 2022.  There is a 5% 

increase in the proposed 2022 budget. 

Offerings were slightly down for the 

month of December 2021.  The 

proposed budget for 2022 was 

approved. 

There was much discussion regarding 

council positions and length of council 

terms due to the upcoming annual 

meeting.  At least 2 positions will need 

to be filled for 2022.  Barb Friese 

volunteered to research minutes from 

past annual meetings to determine 

correct protocol for council elections and 

length of council positions.   

Two delegates are needed for the synod 

assembly on April 30th in Eau Claire.  

Delegates will be chosen at the annual 

meeting on February 6th. 

There being no further business, a 

motion was made and seconded to 

adjourn.  Motion passed.  Meeting 

adjourned.  Reviewed area prayer 

concerns and closed with prayer. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Sue Albright, acting secretary 

Minutes edited and submitted by 

Michelle Stone, council secretary. 
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February “Birth” days 
 

3 Robbie LaBathe 
12 Julie Hammer 
14 Jon Karsten 
 

 

22 Sue Bergren 
24 Les Markee 
26 Cherae Wilson 

 

 

 
Thank you for your support of our three of 
Operation Christmas. I cannot express my 
gratitude for your kindness and generosity 
to Operation Christmas. 
 
On behalf of the Amery Area Food 
Pantry, we wish to thank you for your 
donation to our pantry. Because of your 
generosity, we are able to provide food 
assistance to the many families in need in 
the Amery area. We are serving over 150 
households each month at the present 
time.  (513 pounds of food) 
It is with deepest appreciation that we 
acknowledge your donation. We are very 
blessed to have your support. Your 
donation will assist many families in our 
area and please know that they are very 
appreciative of your kindness and 
generosity. 
 

On behalf of Lutheran World Relief, our 
partners and those we serve, please 
accept our thanks for your gift of $150 
(WELCA). With your support, villages in 
Africa are receiving access to safe 
water. Your gift changes lives around 
the world. 

. 
 
 
 

  

W/ELCA MEETING MINUTES 
January 23, 2022. 

 
The secretary’s and treasurer’s reports 
were accepted as printed. 
 

We are hosting and providing lunch for 
the fall Apple River Conference on 
August 20. 
The spring conference, which is hosted 
by First Lutheran of Cushing, will be on 
April 9. The speaker is Meg Carrigan. 
 

Personal care kits are needed by 
Lutheran World Relief. 
 
The spring salad luncheon was 
discussed, whether we have one - 
depends on covid. If we do, April 23 
would be best, or possibly May 7. 
Sue A. will contact a possible speaker. 
Raffle prizes (Bonnie checking) and 
door prizes were discussed.   
 

Ruth moved to adjourn. Vicki seconded. 
Meeting was adjourned. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
Ruth Hart, Secretary 
  

Financially Speaking 

We are already a month into a new fiscal 

year. Our general fund balance held 

steady at $69,431.84 in January. 

However, the first few months of the fiscal 

year are some of our more expensive 

months and we will more than likely see a 

dip in our general fund balance. We have 

increased energy expenses, some one-

time significant insurance payments, and 

other annual expenses. Please keep 

these increased expenses in mind when 
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you consider your weekly offering to the 

church. 

You will note in our budget under the 

subsection—Work-Church in World—that 

we have four agencies/services that we 

support financially.  This is our way of 

spreading God’s love to those in need as 

well as those providing a broader support 

to the work of the church beyond our 

walls. Benevolence is our support of the 

Northwest Synod of Wisconsin.  We also 

support our local radio station, WPCA, as 

well as our bible camp, Luther Point.  

The fourth agency that we support is 

Lutheran Social Services (LSS).  LSS 

provides a wide range of services for 

families and individuals through offices in 

Wisconsin and Minnesota. Here are just a 

few: adoption and other family services, 

mental health and substance use 

services, refugee resettlement assistance, 

housing services including rental 

assistance and financial counseling, and 

disability services including IRIS 

consultations.  

Thank you for your continued financial 

support of Balsam Lutheran.  

In Christ,                                                

Gail Peterson, Treasurer 

Social Ministry 

Sadly, most of the Social Ministry 

Committee members aren’t physically able 

any longer to do the work involved in the 

fundraising events. The committee will 

need to close unless enough able-bodied 

people join the committee. 

Prayer Ministry 
 

▪ Prayer Shawl Ministry – Please let 
Pastor Laurie, Bonnie Corcoran at 
268-9881 or Nancy Bottolfson at 
268-8244 know if there is someone 
in need of personal prayer, a visit 
and a prayer shawl. You are also 
welcome to take a prayer shawl or 
pocket prayer to folks in need of 
care; you can then pray with them.   

▪ Prayer Requests – Prayer Chain, 
please contact:  Nancy Bottolfson at 
268-8244  or email her at 
botolson@amerytel.net or call 
Esther Nelson at 268-8223. 

Remember to save: 

Sheets, blankets, fabrics, 
tablecloths, etc for mission quilts 

Aluminum cans for camperships  

Used ink-jets, eyeglasses, labels, 
stamps, milk caps, boxtops for 
Social Ministry 
 

“What does love look like? It has 
the hands to help others. It has 
the feet to hasten to the poor and 
needy. It has eyes to see misery 
and want. It has the ears to hear 
the sighs and sorrows of men. 
That is what love looks like.” ~ 
Augustine 
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