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Pastor’s Pen 
 

Dear People of God, 

Warm days, cool nights, fireflies, iced tea, 
watermelon, sweet corn, and swimming — 
all summer long, God can be found 
around every corner, in the shade of every 
tree, and around every campfire. 

To make the most of this season, here’s 
an invitation to be as intentional as 
possible about savoring the wonders of 
summer — and growing closer to the One 
who makes it so sweet! 

In the course of enjoying my own summer, 
I came across this list of suggestions from 
a favorite liturgical resource, Salt Project. 
I’m going to try some of these summer 
practices and I hope you join in, and 
maybe add your own to the list: 

+ As the summer evenings come, go for a 
walk with God in the cool of the day. If this 
form of meditative enjoyment was good 

enough for God (see Genesis 3:8), it’s 
good enough for all of us! 

+ Go barefoot with Moses. You don’t need 
a burning bush or an embossed invitation 
to let those toes go free. Take a walk 
around in your backyard, a local park, or 
farther afield — it’s all holy ground! 

+ Whether it’s big-back-yard gardening or 
community garden gardening or little-
window-boxes gardening or something in 
between, we were created to till and to 
keep the earth (Genesis 2), to plant 
flowers and eat cherry tomatoes right off 
the vine. 

+ Take a Wifiatus! Wifi + hiatus = 
Ahhhhhmazing… 

+ Find a dark sky and go stargazing. See 
if you can find Andromeda, the only 
celestial object we can see with our naked 
eyes that isn’t in our own Milky Way 
galaxy. Andromeda’s a galaxy, too, the 
nearest one to us: a swirl of a trillion stars! 
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Marvel at the size of God’s goodness and 
power! 

+ Get to know one of God’s amazing 
creatures, in person or online. The spider 
in the closet, the chicken in the neighbor’s 
yard, or a sea lion in the surf! Pick a 
creature, and then learn at least five 
amazing facts about it before the sun goes 
down! 

+ Say a special prayer for peace in our 
homes, and in particular, for people for 
whom the heat of summer can be 
dangerous and life-threatening.  

And finally, here’s a blessing as you go 
about savoring God's summer: 

Apprehend God in all things, 

for God is in all things. 

Every single creature is full of God, 

and is a book about God. 

Every creature is a word of God. 

If I spent enough time with the tiniest 
creature,  

even a caterpillar, I would never have 
to prepare a sermon.   

So full of God is every creature. 

+ Meister Eckhart 

Blessings, Pastor Laurie 

Balsam Lutheran Church 
Unapproved Minutes of the Church Council 

June 13, 2021 
 

In Attendance:  In attendance: Betty 
Collins, Marlyn Bottolfson, Michelle Stone, 
Mike Judge, Steve Fredrickson, Sue 
Albright, Pastor Laurie, and Barb Friese. 
 

Steve Fredrickson called the meeting to 
order, determining a quorum 
 
Secretaries Report:  Approved as 
submitted. 
Treasurers Report:  Approved as 
submitted. 
Pastors Report: Approved as submitted. 
Financial Reports: Approved as submitted. 
 

Committee Reports: 
Property:  The lawn mower needs a new 
seat as there is a malfunctioning safety 
switch on the seat.   No new bids received 
on the siding and faucet repair.  Decision 
made to continue to seek more bids. 
 

Old Business:   
No news from UMOs, they should arrive 
around the third week of June to start setting 
up for the summer. 
There remains 1 vacancy on council.  
Decision was made to put a notice in the 
bulletin encouraging members to consider 
serving on council. 
  
New Business:   
We will resume regular communion at next 
Sunday’s service.  Prepackaged grape juice 
and wafers will continue to be offered for 
those who wish to receive communion this 
way. 
The offering will continue to be collected at 
the back of the church before and after 
service. 
Fellowship with coffee and treats will resume 
at 9:30 AM in the fellowship hall prior to next 
Sunday's service. 
   
There being no further business to discuss, 
motion made and seconded to close the 
meeting. 
 

Prayer concerns discussed. 
Closed in Prayer. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
Michelle Stone 
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July “Birth” days 

 
13 Vicki Hammer 
15 Caleb LaBathe 
19 Cady Costello 
 

 
22 Zoey Duden 
25 Lila Christensen 

 

August “Birth” days 

 
02 Herb Johnson 
05 Betty Collins 
07 Beverly Getschel 
07 Sue Fougner 
 

 
13 Duane Stone 
24 Bev Gerber 
29 Krista Markee 

 

 

 

 

Thank you for your generous gift to 

Lutheran World Relief’s Quilt and Kit 
Shipping Fund! Your donation assures 
that LWR Kits get into the hands of a person 
who needs it. 
 

With your help, we have delivered Quilts and 
Kits to families in Mozambique whose 
communities were utterly ravaged by 
Cyclone Idai. For refugee families, your gift 
means so much. A Personal Care Kit helps 
families provide for basic hygiene needs, 
freeing up precious resources. A School Kit 
can make the difference between getting an 
education or missing out. 
 

On behalf of LWR, our partners and those 
we serve together, please accept my 
heartfelt thanks once more for your gift and 
all that it will do. 
 

A Justice Thought 
For indeed, grace is the key to it all. It is not 
our lavish good deeds that procure 
salvation, but God's lavish love and mercy. 
That is why the poor are as acceptable 

before God as the rich. It is the generosity of 
God, the freeness of his salvation that lays 
the foundation for the society of justice for 
all. Even in the seemingly boring rules and 
regulations of tabernacle rituals, we see that 
God cares about the poor, that his laws 
make provision for the disadvantaged. God's 
concern for justice permeated every part of 
Israel's life. It should also permeate our 
lives.”- Tim Keller 
 

 

Apple River Conference Women of the 
ELCA on August 21, 2021 - Fall 
Gathering: “Breaking Chains” 
 
The Personal Care Kits were delivered to 
Lutheran World Relief this week. Balsam 
supplied 36 kits and Elim completed 9. 
THANK YOU!! 
 

School Bags 

When school supplies go on sale, start 
buying the items needed for the school kits 
we complete every year to go to Lutheran 
World Relief.  

Each kit needs the following items: 

4  70 sheet notebooks of wide or college-
ruled paper 
1  30 centimeter ruler, or a ruler with inches 
on one side and centimeters on the other. 
1  pencil sharpener 
1  pair of blunt scissors (safety scissors with 
embedded steel blades work well) 
5  unsharpened # 2 pencils with erasers 
(secure together with a rubber band) 
5  black or blue ballpoint pens (no gel ink) 
(secure together with a rubber band. 
1  box of 16 or 24 crayons 
1  2 ½ inch eraser 


