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Balsam Lutheran Church 
1115 Mains Crossing Avenue 
Amery, WI 54001 
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“Rejoice always, pray without ceasing, give thanks in all 
circumstances; for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you.”  

1 Thessalonians 5:16-18 

 

CELEBRATE THE BIRTH OF OUR BELOVED 

LORD AND SAVIOR WITH LOVE AND 

SAFETY! 
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Pastor’s Pen 
 

Greetings People of God! 
 

I write this to you from my new desk in my 
very first week as your new pastor. This is 
an exciting time, and a difficult time… and 
it’s hard to know exactly how to feel! I have 
been working and waiting toward my first 
call for many years, and I am full of 
anticipation over what we can do together in 
our congregations. But I can tell you, I never 
expected my first few months of pastoral 
ministry to be in the midst of a global 
pandemic. Even so, in such circumstances, 
you all have made me feel very welcomed 
as your new pastor and I can feel your 
excitement as we begin this new chapter 
together. At the same time, it is difficult that 
many of us won’t be able to meet for what 
could be months.  
 

There is a verse I love that regularly comes 
up during the holiday season: “Rejoice 
always, pray without ceasing, give thanks in 
all circumstances; for this is the will of God 

in Christ Jesus for you.”                                    
1 Thessalonians 5:16-18 
 

This year, though, I have found myself not 
feeling comforted by this reading. How can I 
rejoice and give thanks right now? How can 
God expect me to be grateful for everything? 
 

During a deadly pandemic that changes the 
way that we can be and worship together; in 
the week of Thanksgiving as we head into 
Advent and Christmas; in a season where 
how we celebrate will look and feel and be 
different than we might want. At least for me, 
I notice feelings of disappointment and 
disorientation, not joy and gratitude. 
 

I know for many of you, you have been 
experiencing these same feeling for months 
and are weary to continue. We are preparing 
for a holiday season that will be very 
different. I personally don’t know if my 
husband Adam and I will be seeing family at 
Christmas this year, and we celebrated 
Thanksgiving on our own this past week. I 
am preparing myself for a holiday season 
that may feel somewhat lonely and strange.  
 

THE BALSAM BRANCH 
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But, then I looked closer, and realized that 
what the scripture writer was actually saying. 
We are not being asked to give thanks for all 
circumstances, but rather, in all 
circumstances. God is not asking us to 
rejoice and be thankful for the bad and 
difficult things of life, but rather to find ways 
in which to find joy and practice gratitude 
even in the midst of all things.  
 

We will celebrate and worship and sing and 
pray and give thanks. It will be different. Our 
“togetherness” will be over 
PCs/laptops/tablets/phones but it will still be 
Advent and it will still be Christmas. And this 
year, perhaps like no other in our lives, we 
can share with the world a sense of joy and 
gratitude that doesn’t ignore the difficult 
parts of life. A faith in our Emmanuel, who 
came to earth to live among us, who 
experienced the messiness and difficulty of 
human existence. Thanks be to God. 
 

I am glad to be here, and I am looking 
forward to giving thanks alongside you all 
this holiday season and beyond, no matter 
what the circumstances are.  
 

Blessed Advent and Merry Christmas! 
Pastor Laurie 
 

Special Thanks 
 

I wanted to say a special thank you to all 
those who have been putting in extra efforts 
to keep the wheels at Balsam rolling along. 
Those who have stepped up to do services 
or help w/the same, to those who have kept 
committee work and projects going, to the 
Call Committee, to the Council and to all the 
others who help continue the work of the 
Lord at Balsam. We miss each other and the 
"good old days" but we need to stick  
together, reach out to those in need and 
maintain and fellowship, our friendships and 
support each other in any ways we can. 
 

We especially need to thank the Lord for our 
new Pastor, yesterday” service is the 
beginning of a great future for her and us at 
Balsam and Elim. Praise God. 
 

Sincerely, 
Steve Fredrickson 
  

Balsam Lutheran Church 
Approved Minutes of the Church Council 

September 20, 2020 
In Attendance:   
Betty Collins, Marlyn Bottolfson, Sue 
Fougner, Mike Judge, Steve Frederickson, 
Barb Friese, Dawn Costello, Bruce Hammer 
and Michelle Stone. 
Steve called the meeting to order, 
determining a quorum. Sue led in devotions. 
Secretary’s Report:  Accepted as 
submitted. 
 

Treasurer’s Report:  Accepted as 
submitted. Committee Reports: 
Secretary’s Report:  Accepted as 

submitted. 
 

Committee Reports: 

Youth Education:   Starting Confirmation in 

October Wednesday evenings at the 

Church. Masks will be required.  Nothing 

decided about Sunday School yet. 

Property:  Marylou has started work on the 

new sign. This area needs to be cleaned 

out.  The siding has been done with the 

exception of the northeast corner, because 

of a ground bee nest that was discovered 

there. An exterminator was called. They 

have been here twice. Work on the siding 

will continue when the bee problem has 

been taken care of.  The siding on the 

belltower is different than that of the church; 

the company will fix that when they come 

back to finish the Church. The total cost will 

be a bit higher than reported because of the 
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cost of the exterminator.                            

No other committee reports for the 

month 

Old Business: 
1)   The call committee has a 

candidate/resume. They are working on 

setting up a first meeting, this will be a meet 

and greet. 

2)    The repair bill for $2550.00 for the 

sprinkler system that we have been 

negotiation on about a year.  There was a 

question about the hours of labor, after 

some discussion the council decided to go 

ahead and pay the amount.  A motion was 

made and seconded to approve payment of 

$2550.00 to General Sprinkler. Motion 

passed. 

3)    The anniversary celebration will be in 

2022 

4)  A thank you note was received from 

Pastor Dan for the Gift Card that we sent 

him. 
 

New Business:   

1) A request was made to use Carlson SV 

for treasury support, the cost would be 

$125.00 a quarter for payroll and $150.00 

yearly for the W-2 for the rest of the year. A 

motion was made and seconded to use 

Carlson SV for treasury support, for the rest 

of the 2020 year and reviewed yearly. 

Motion passed. 

2)The outreach letter was tabled till a later 

date. 

3)The reopening of the Church:  A letter was 

sent to members of the council containing 

information on the safe reopening of the 

church. Our biggest concern is the health 

and safety of our members. After much 

discussion by council members we have 

decided to do in-building worship every other 

week, for those members that understand 

the guidelines we have put in place for their 

safety. On the opposite weeks we will do 

out-door/parking lot service or online 

service. This will be reviewed monthly. This 

will start with an in-building service on 

September 27th with Barb doing the service.  

The WPCA radio has a community calendar 

and we will put updated information about 

the services on it, for members of the 

congregation.  

             

There being no other business a motion was 

made and seconded to adjourn. Motion 

Passed. Meeting adjourned. 

  

We reviewed area prayer concerns and 

closed with prayer. 
 

Respectfully submitted,  
Sue Fougner, Church Council Secretary  

 

Balsam Lutheran Church 
Approved Minutes of the Church Council 

October 12, 2020 
In Attendance:   
Betty Collins, Marlyn Bottolfson, Sue 

Fougner, Mike Judge, Steve Frederickson, 

Barb Friese and Michelle Stone. 

Absent:  Dawn Costello and Bruce 

Hammer. 

Steve called the meeting to order, 
determining a quorum. Betty led in 
devotions. 
 

Treasurer’s Report:  Accepted as 
submitted. Committee Reports: 
Secretary’s Report:  Accepted as 

submitted. 

Committee Reports: 

Youth Education: Confirmation is meeting 

every other Wednesday night at the church.    

Property: The bee’s nests by the church 

have been taken care of and the bees are 

finally gone. The siding has been finished. 
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The church sign is in place and just needs 

some edging work done to finish it. The 

pavers will be replaced. Received bids to 

paint the back rooms the cost will be over 

$2000.00 and UMOS will pay for this         

No other committee reports for the 

month 

Old Business: 
1) Barb and Crystal Friese will do the 

outside service on October 18th and Steve 

Frederickson will do the October 25th 

service    

2) The discussion about funeral services; 

procedures, number limits and other 

concerns were tabled until a later date.. 
 

New Business:   

1) There was an advertising cost for the 

Leader at $10/wk or $40/mo, we will call and 

cancel that advertising. 

2) The call committee interviewed the call 

candidate, Laurie Kenyon Woods. By 

unanimous vote, they are recommending 

that the council issue a call to her to serve 

the Balsam &Elim Lutheran church 

congregations.   

3) A motion was made and seconded to 

extend the call to Laurie Kenyon Woods to 

service as pastor to the congregations of 

Balsam & Elim Lutheran church. Motion 

passed. 

4)  We will continue with the call process for 

Laurie Kenyon Woods. 

5)  A motion was made and seconded to 

forgive UMOS for their portion of the electric 

bill for the time they were here. Motion 

passed.             

There being no other business a motion was 

made and seconded to adjourn. Motion 

Passed. Meeting adjourned. 

We reviewed area prayer concerns and 

closed with prayer. 
 

Respectfully submitted,  
Sue Fougner, Church Council Secretary 

 

Balsam Lutheran Church 
Unapproved Minutes of the Church Council 

November 15, 2020 
In Attendance:   
Betty Collins, Marlyn Bottolfson, Sue 

Fougner, Mike Judge, Steve Frederickson, 

Barb Friese, Dawn Costello and Michelle 

Stone. 

Absent:  Bruce Hammer. 

Steve called the meeting to order, 
determining a quorum. Steve led in 
devotions. 
 
Secretary’s Report:  Accepted as 
submitted. 
 

Treasurer’s Report:  Accepted as 
submitted. Committee Reports: 
 

Committee Reports: 

Youth Education:   Confirmation Classes 
continue every other Wednesday night, at 
the church. On the off-week materials are 
send to the students to work on. Sunday 
School classes were started in November 
Via Zoom, it is a learning experience for all 
involved. 

Property:  We received a bill from the siding 

company. A bid was accepted for painting 

the back classrooms, and UMOS has been 

contacted by the contractor. The annual 

sprinkler test has been completed.  

Old Business:  
1)  A final decision about funerals has been 

made. A motion was made and seconded to 

limit the attendance of funerals to fifteen 

family members/guests that does not include 
the support staff of Balsam. Motion passed. 
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This will be revisited when the restrictions 

for the coronavirus change. 

2) The planning for the Anniversary 

Celebration has been put on hold until 

further notice. 
 

New Business:   

1)The Ordination Service of Pastor Laurie 

Kenyon-Woods will be Saturday November 

21st at 2:00pm and the installation service 

will be on Sunday November 22nd at 10:15. 

Both services are limited to fifteen people. 

2) Pastor Laurie will start as our Pastor on 

Monday November 23rd, Support for Pastor 

Laurie will be a struggle, it will be hard for 

her to get to know the congregation.  

3)There was a question about getting the 

piano tuned. We will check into who has 

done this in the past or look for someone 

else to do this. 

4)We are still in need of some sound and 

video trainees/helper, suggestion was made 

to use the confirmation kids this will be 

looked into. Anyone who would like to 

volunteer please see a council member. 

5) There is a request for bell ringers at 

Dick’s Market, no date has been set at this 

time; watch for updates. This is usually a 2 

hour time slot. 

6) We are asking for volunteers for plowing 

the Church parking lot this year. Anyone with 

questions about this please see Steve 

Frederickson.  

            

There being no other business a motion was 

made and seconded to adjourn. Motion 

Passed. Meeting adjourned. 

  

We reviewed area prayer concerns and 

closed with prayer. 
 

Respectfully submitted,  
Sue Fougner, Church Council Secretary  

  
 

Pastoral Care 
 

Please be sure to contact Pastor Laurie by 
email (pastorlauriekw@gmail.com) or phone 
(259-552-8249) if you know of anyone in a 
hospital or nursing home. Pastor Dan would 
appreciate everyone's help in knowing 
updates about who might enjoy a phone call. 

Your Help Is Needed 

Please help the Salvation Army raise much 
needed funds for our community. Please 
sign up to help to ring bells for an hour or 
two by calling 715-497-4438 or go online at 
www.RegisterToRing.com. 

 

December “Birth” days 

 
01  Barb Friese 
02  Owen Sabel 
03  Caleb Wilson 
07  John Costello 
08  Thomas McElfresh 
13  Dawn Costello 

 

 
16  Conrad Lawrence 
20  Carsyn Wilson 
20  Michael Markee 
25 Jesus our Lord 
26  Ryan Wilson 
27  Dave Kromrey 
31  Kellie Johnson  

 

Youth News 

Sunday school Zoom sessions are offered 
each Sunday morning at 9:00 am.  Contact 
BalsamYouth@yahoo.com for the recurring 
link. 

Confirmation class meets at church each 
Wednesday night from 6:00 - 7:00.  Contact 
Barb Friese for additional information. 

School Kits 

We delivered 61 school kits to LWR! Thank 
you to everyone for supporting this good 
cause. We will be doing it again next year. 
Thanks again, Lila and Mike    

mailto:pastorlauriekw@gmail.com
http://www.registertoring.com/


 7 

Financially Speaking 

This year has been impacted in so many 
ways by the pandemic including our church 
finances.  Some of our expenses such as 
utilities are down as we are not fully using 
our building.  In addition, we did not have a 
pastor for almost 5 months.  The latter will 
now change with the arrival of Pastor Laurie!  
Such a wonderful blessing! 

Currently our general fund balance sits at 
about $76,000.  Which is extremely healthy!  
Thank you so much for your continued 
support of our church.  We still have the 
month of December expenses to meet which 
can be significant.    

Our In and Out account is down to about 
$7250 after we paid for the repairs on the 
church siding.  The In and Out account was 
created as a way so reserve funds for 
designated expenses and projects.  The In 
and Out is maintained separate from the 
general fund but all of the funds are held in 
our church checking account for ease of 
disbursement.   

We just completed our application for 
forgiveness on our PPP Loan that we 
received in April.  The application was 
accepted and is going through final 
processing.  Please continue to lift prayers 
that this loan will be forgiven. 

Yes, it is also that time of year for creating 
our 2021 budgets.  Please make sure to let 
the council know what your committee or 
programming financial needs are for 
inclusion in the church budget.   

In Christ, 

Gail Peterson, Treasurer 

 

 

Christmas Families 

Thank You, Thank you, Thank You!      
Thank you to all who have donated to our 
Christmas Families Project.  Your generous 
gifts are going to give 8 children in 2 families 
a very Merry Christmas!  I am always in awe 
of the generous giving by our congregation 
to this project.                                            
For those of you who opted to do some 
shopping, please bring your gifts to the 
church on Sunday, December 6 or on 
Sunday, December 13 between 10 and 11 
am on both days.  If we need to make 
alternative arrangements, please contact me 
at 715-220-2587 or gailpete@amerytel.net.  

Thanks again! Gail Peterson 

Volunteers are needed to fill Council 
positions. 

Balsam has a Facebook page, and many 
of the services are taped aand available to 
be enjoyed there. Come check it out! 
https://www.facebook.com/Balsam-
Lutheran-Church 

 
Prayer Ministry 

 

▪ Prayer Shawl Ministry 
– Please let Pastor 
Laurie at 269-552-
8249, Bonnie Corcoran 
at 268-9881 or Nancy 

Bottolfson at 268-8244 know if there is 
someone in need of personal prayer, a 
visit and a prayer shawl.   

▪ Prayer Requests – Prayer Chain, 
please  
contact:  Nancy Bottolfson at 268-8244 
or email her at botolson@amerytel.net 
or call Esther Nelson at 268-8223. 

https://www.facebook.com/Balsam-Lutheran-Church%20%20%20%20%20%20our
https://www.facebook.com/Balsam-Lutheran-Church%20%20%20%20%20%20our
mailto:botolson@amerytel.net@amerytel.net
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The CRISIS of CHRISTMAS1 

 
Dear Members and Friends of the Northwest 
Synod of Wisconsin, 
 
Christmas 2020 will occur while we are living 
through a series of crises. Here’s the list: the 
pandemic, economic losses, protests 
against racial injustices, an ongoing climate 
crisis, and a divided country following a 
contentious presidential election. I’m not 
going to lie, it’s been stressful for me, and I 
imagine it has been for you, too.  As 
Christians, we have been moving through 
these crisis-filled days with the expectation 
that God is present and God’s promises are 
true.  We move forward with hope. 
 
The two Chinese characters for the word 

“crisis,” 危机, have often been translated as 

“danger” and “opportunity.”  Others say that 
a better translation is “danger” and “change 
point.” What dangers do you see as your 
congregation moves toward celebrating the 
Birth of our Savior – Christmas - in a totally 
new way? What “opportunities” or “change 
points” do you see that could propel your 
church forward in a positive way into God’s 
future?  

 
1 Photo credit: Design by Artist Paul Johnson for 
the 2019 Concordia College Christmas Concert 
Mural 

Mary experienced a theological crisis when 
the angel Gabriel revealed to her God’s plan 
to enter this world by the baby in her womb. 
Mary’s body was the center of a theological 
crisis2 - much like the theological crisis 
caused by a virus that has invaded the 
bodies of our loved ones, and the 
theological crisis of abused and broken 
black and brown bodies, and the theological 
crisis experienced in the misuse of this 
planet on which all bodies live.  Where is 
God in the crisis? What does this mean? 
 
In a crisis, God comes to us. John 1:1,14 In 
the beginning was the Word… and the Word 
was God…And the Word became flesh and 
lived among us. Jesus is God, divine and 
human. God took up residence and moved 
into our neighborhood. God goes where 
God’s people go and is who the people are.3 
This is the theological promise of John’s 
gospel. God is present with us in our times 
of crisis and suffering. This is the foundation 
of Luther’s theology of the cross.  
 
God is revealed through the crisis of Mary’s 
pregnancy and Jesus’ untimely birth in a 
Bethlehem barn. God is revealed in the 
crucifixion; through the body of Jesus, 
hanging on a cross. God is revealed through 
the risen body of Jesus on Easter Morning.  
No matter how different Christmas is for you 
this year, no matter what crisis arises, God 
is there, present as promised, in the WORD 
made flesh.  May the story of Jesus’ birth 
bring you much needed joy and hope this 
holiday season and may the presence of 
God comfort you in the new year.  

AMEN 

 
2 Thank you to Dr. Karoline Lewis for her 
thought provoking presentation to NWSWI on 
11/7/2020 that inspired this article.  
3 Dr. Karoline Lewis, Working Preacher.org, Dec. 
2016 
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